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LICENSURE PROGRAMS
The School of Education (SOE) utilizes a gate system to ensure
the successful progression of its candidates through the Educator
Preparation Provider (EPP) program. The following gates are described
below:

• Gate 1:  Program Acknowledgement
• Gate 2:  Program Status Check
• Gate 3:  Program Admission and Student Teaching Application
• Gate 4:  Program Exit and Licensure Application

Please visit the SOE Licensure Resource Community in Canvas for
specific requirements at each gate.

GATE 1:  Program Acknowledgement
• Please see the admission guidelines found at www.liberty.edu/

admissions.

GATE 2:  Program Status Check
• Preparation for the Program Status Check (Gate 2) begins in the first

EDUC course. Candidates will be presented with an overview of the
program and how to proceed to Gate 2. The Program Status Check
(Gate 2) includes (but is not limited to) the following:
a. A minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0;
b. Satisfactory conduct / dispositions;
c. Required test scores (as stated in the SOE Licensure Resource

Community)
d. Clearance of the required background check;

Please see the SOE Licensure Resource Community in Canvas for
specific, current guidelines concerning the Gate 2 Program Status Check.

Gate 3: Program Admission and Student Teaching Application
• Gate 3 is considered the official admission stage for the Liberty

University EPP (Educator Preparation Provider) Program. The
standards of admission to the EPP are inclusive of those for
admission to the University and include other criteria outlined by
the School of Education as indicated below. Policies governing
admission to the program originate in, or are channeled through
the Teacher Education Department. The Department formulates
policies, coordinates the EPP program, and works for selective
recruitment, admission, and retention of diverse candidates for and
in teacher licensure. It must be clearly understood that admission to
the University is not synonymous with admission to the EPP. For Gate
3, candidates must complete an application that (1) documents they
have met the requirements to be in the program and (2) makes the
official request for a student teaching placement.

The Gate 3:  Program Admission / Student Teaching Application includes
(but is not limited to) the following:

1. Results of current TB test;
2. Receipt of current liability insurance;
3. Cleared background check;
4. Satisfactory conduct / dispositions;
5. A minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0;
6. Completion of all professional education coursework, as well as all

courses in the candidate’s major area of study. Grades below a “C” are
not acceptable in any EDUC course, or in any concentration course

(Elementary and Special Education Licensure), or in any upper level
course in the major (Secondary/ Comprehensive Licensure);

7. Completion of all required test scores (as stated in the SOE Licensure
Resource Community). Licensure tests must be passed before the
student teaching application can be accepted and a request for
placement can be made; and

8. DCP Audit that indicates all coursework except student teaching is
completed.

The application deadlines for placement in student teaching are August
15 for placement in the spring semester and January 15 for placement in
the fall semester.

Student Teaching
• The student teaching experience is required of all candidates seeking

teacher licensure and takes place during the student’s final semester
of study. It will involve the commitment of the entire semester for
student teaching and related coursework.

• Student teaching experiences are arranged to take place within
Christian and public school settings in Central Virginia and abroad.
A listing of local school divisions may be found in the SOE Licensure
Resource Community. A limited number of external placements
in accredited schools are available for students who meet the
criteria for external placement. The University seeks to place
student teachers in positive classroom settings with well-qualified
cooperating teachers.

• It is the policy of the School of Education that student teaching
experiences are performed in the above settings which are supervised
directly by faculty members from the University. For this reason, it
is not possible to complete student teaching at another institution
and then transfer credit to Liberty for the purpose of meeting
student teaching requirements. Teacher candidates also will not
be issued credit for student teaching because of having a period
of non-certified classroom employment. Further information about
the student teaching experience may be secured by contacting
soelicensure@liberty.edu.

• The student teaching experience should be approached with a
great deal of respect for the responsibilities involved and should be
regarded as a very important experience for the aspiring teacher.
During the student teaching semester, the candidate will assume
an important role in terms of responsibilities and obligations to the
school and the candidates where the student teaching is to take
place. It is also imperative that student teachers plan to arrange
personal time schedules so that proper attention is given to student
teaching and those activities associated with outside preparation and
school responsibilities.

• For these reasons, the School of Education very strongly suggests
that teacher candidates should not plan to have significant amounts
of outside diversions during the student teaching semester.
Examples of activities which have previously caused problems for
student teachers include jobs, excessive social commitments, and
extracurricular activities. In such circumstances, the quality of the
teaching inevitably suffers. For these reasons, planning and prior
arrangement to avoid such problems is expected. Please see the
Teacher Education Handbook and the Student Teaching Handbook
found in the SOE Licensure Resource Community in Canvas for
specific policies concerning the requirements for student teaching.

GATE 4:  Program Exit and Licensure Application
Candidates are ready to proceed to Gate 4 when they have a conferred
degree (with the required GPA, coursework, etc.) and the required
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paperwork documenting that they are eligible for a teaching license. The
Gate 4 checklist for the required documents may be found at https://
www.liberty.edu/education/epp-undergrad-gates/gate-4/.

Teacher Licensure Tests
An important requirement for meeting Teacher Licensure standards in the
Commonwealth of Virginia is the successful completion of the required
tests for licensure. Tests include the Praxis Subject Assessment (for all
programs) and the Praxis Teaching Reading: Elementary Assessment for
Elementary and Special Education (General Curriculum K-12) candidates.

These tests must be passed before applying for Gate 3. The tests may
be repeated, if necessary. More information about the required licensure
tests may be found in the SOE Licensure Resource Community.

Elementary & Special Education Licensure
A teacher candidate who plans to teach in elementary or special
education must complete one of the available B.Ed. programs. For those
pursuing one of the B.Ed. Elementary Education degrees, there is also a
middle education option which provides an additional endorsement in the
concentration selected. Professional education requirements for teacher
candidates preparing to be elementary and special education teachers
are outlined in the program DCP. Course requirements are available online
at http://www.liberty.edu/education.

Middle Education & Secondary Licensure
Middle education degrees are provided through the B.Ed. programs.  The
middle grade endorsement areas include English, mathematics, science,
and social studies.

Secondary education degrees are provided through the B.Ed. programs
as well.  Areas of licensure include biology, business, computer science,
chemistry, English, earth science, engineering, family & consumer
sciences, history/social sciences, mathematics, and physics. Add-on
licensure is available in Algebra I, journalism, and speech.

The typical professional education requirements for candidates preparing
to be secondary school teachers are outlined in the program Degree
Completion Plan (DCP). Requirements for the various subject matter
areas are available on the DCP of the respective major.

Comprehensive Licensure
Comprehensive licensure includes certification in both elementary and
secondary school levels for the teacher candidate who plans to teach in
areas such as music (vocal and instrumental), health/physical education,
Spanish, special education, teaching English as a second language,
theatre arts, and visual arts. Requirements vary slightly among majors.
Requirements for the various subject matter areas are available on the
Degree Completion Plans of the respective majors.

Licensure Information
Graduates who have successfully completed Liberty’s Educator
Preparation Program are eligible for a standard Collegiate Professional
License from the Virginia Department of Education. Though candidates
must pass a background check for entrance into the Liberty University
School of Education EPP program, the Virginia Department of Education
(VDOE) also makes determinations concerning the eligibility of
candidates.

Please see the VDOE website to see the list of questions that will be
asked of each applicant.

Licensure in Other States
View State Requirements information.

State Licensure/Certification
View the licensure/certification requirements for each state.

Time Frame for Professional Licensure & Field Work
Teacher candidates must have completed all requirements necessary
for professional licensure within five years after completion of the
undergraduate degree.

Teacher candidates who have received a degree and wish to return to
Liberty University for field experience (elementary/ secondary student
teaching) for licensure will be subject to the same five-year timeframe.

Each case will be evaluated on an individual basis according to time
elapsed from completion of coursework, transcripts, program changes,
and recent experiences in the field of education.

Programs
• Biology Education 6-12 Major (B.Ed.)
• Business Education 6-12 Major (B.Ed.)
• Chemistry Education 6-12 Major (B.Ed.)
• Computer Science Education 6-12 Major (B.Ed.)
• Elementary Education Major (B.Ed.)
• Engineering Education 6-12 Major (B.Ed.)
• English as a Second Language Education P-12 Major (B.Ed.)
• English Education 6-12 Major (B.Ed.)
• Family & Consumer Sciences Education 6-12 Major (B.Ed.)
• Health & Physical Education P-12 Major (B.Ed.)
• Mathematics Education 6-12 Major (B.Ed.)
• Middle Education Major (B.Ed.)
• Physics Education 6-12 Major (B.Ed.)
• Social Studies Education 6-12 Major (B.Ed.)
• Spanish Education P-12 Major (B.Ed.)
• Special Education Major (B.Ed.)
• Theatre Arts Education P-12 Major (B.Ed.)
• Visual Arts Education P-12 Major (B.Ed.)
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