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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
IN PRACTICAL THEOLOGY
(PH.D.)
Purpose
The Doctor of Philosophy in Practical Theology program provides
students with the opportunity to do focused research on a topic related to
practical theology. Students produce a written dissertation based on their
original research adding to existing scholarship in the field of practical
theological studies.

Program Learning Outcomes
The student will be able to:

• Demonstrate knowledge of the literature appropriate to the discipline
of practical theology.

• Evaluate the knowledge base of practical theology necessary for
engaging in research.

• Design research in order to provide solutions for practical theological
problems.

Program Specific Admissions
Requirements
In addition to general requirements for admission to the School of
Divinity, applicants for admission to the Doctor of Philosophy in Practical
Theology must submit the following for review:

1. Admission application
2. Application fee
3. Official college transcripts showing a conferred master’s degree

from an accredited institution with at least 15 credit hours of Bible,
Theology, or Church Ministry related courses.

4. A writing sample: minimum 10-page paper (from prior coursework)
5. 3.00 GPA
6. School of Divinity Questionnaire
7. Departmental approval
8. TOEFL scores for students who speak English as a second language

Transfer Credit
Transfer hours may not exceed 24 credit hours for the Ph.D. program.
Transfer credits are considered on a case-by-case basis and must have
been completed as Ph.D. course work within the previous seven (7) years
from a regionally accredited program to be accepted. Courses must
have a grade of B- or higher to be eligible for consideration for transfer
credit. Correspondence studies or life experiences will not be accepted
for transfer credit. Credits from a prior degree earned through Liberty
University are considered transfer credits.

The following courses are non-transferable: PRTH 847 Practical
Theology Topical Research I (3 c.h.), PRTH 848 Practical Theology
Topical Research II (3 c.h.), PRTH 849 Practical Theology Dissertation
Presentation I (3 c.h.), PRTH 850 Practical Theology Dissertation
Presentation II (3 c.h.), PRTH 987 Dissertation Writing in Practical
Theology I (5 c.h.), PRTH 988 Dissertation Writing in Practical Theology

II (5 c.h.), PRTH 989 Dissertation Writing in Practical Theology III (5 c.h.),
and PRTH 990 Dissertation Defense for Practical Theology (0 c.h.).

Dissertation Enrollment Policy
Once students enter the dissertation phase of their degree, they are
required to maintain continuous enrollment (Fall, Spring, and Summer
semesters) until they complete all degree requirements. If they do
not, they will break enrollment, and they will be required to apply for
readmission if/when they wish to resume the pursuit of their degree. They
will have to complete their degree under the Degree Completion Plan
(DCP) in effect at the time of their readmission.

Program of Study
Delivery Format: Online Only

• Practical Theology (Ph.D.)

Career Opportunities
• Author
• Pastor
• Professor
• Church Staff
• Parachurch Ministry Leader
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